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But still, most people are somewhat sympathetic to Platonism in math-
ematics, tolerant to an extent that they wouldn’t tolerate, say, Platonism
in physics or in ethics.(xii)
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If we taught philosophy today in a way that reflected its history, the cur-
rent curriculum would be overwhelmed with the philosophy of mathe-
matics. (p. xi)
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Some with an interest in art and psychology distinguish between a “pic-
torial” and a “symbolic” aspect of a representation. (p. 44)
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The numeral ‘2’ is the name of the number two, just as ‘Jim’ names me.
(p. 67)
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Formalists have glummed onto something fundamental. (p. 84)
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By being a complete conventionalist, Wittgenestein gets around the prob-
lem of independently existing consequences. It’s one of those not alto-
gether cases where the extreme view is more coherent and plausible than
the moderate one. (p.146)
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Plato’s moral is that the slave-boy already knew how to double the square,
and Socrates, the self-described ‘mid-wife’, simply helped him in bring-
ing out what was already there. (p. 10)
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In mathematics, I claim, we do not have objects with an “internal” com-
position arranged in structures, we have only structures. The objects
of mathematics, that is, the entities which our mathematical constants
and quantifiers denote, are structureless points or positions in structures.
As positions in structures, they have no identity or features outside of a
structure. (p. 62)
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Nominalist scruples are mainly negative — they rule out abstract entities.
(p. 67)
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... no matter how many events we have experienced, we can always ex-
perience one more. But at any point we will have acquired only a finite
amount of experience and have taken only a finite number of steps. Thus,
for Kant, the only legitimate infinity is the so-called potential infinity, not
the actual infinity. (p. 70)
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Let’s begin with a nice example, the proof that there are infinitely many

prime numbers. (p. 1)
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Certainty: The theorem proving the infinitude of primes seems estab-

lished beyond a doubt. (p. 2)
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These are meta-theorems about games and they are meaningful. (p. 69)
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