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Abstract. Among the theories related to geometry education, the theory of figural ap-
prehension has attracted the attention of researchers because it has a special focus on
geometrical figures. This theory was presented by a theorist named Raymond Duval.
The purpose of this article is to give a brief description of this theory and to reveal its
importance in the process of teaching and learning geometry. In this theory, the use
of geometrical figures is related to four apprehensions named perceptual, sequential,
discursive and operative, each of which has special characteristics and it is necessary
to focus on all of them. However, researchers put special importance on operative ap-
prehension. Because with the help of this apprehension, you can get an insight to solve
a problem or to provide a proof. Also, mastering these four apprehensions is a prereq-
uisite for solving geometrical problems with multiple solutions and is also effective in
promoting creativity. Although this theory has met with good luck in new global re-
search studies, internal research sources have rarely dealt with it and most of them have
dealt with Van Hielie’s theory. Therefore, the discussing such theories can be useful
in reviewing the process of teaching geometry and planning for in-service courses for
mathematics teachers.
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