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Abstract. In this article, Reuben Hersh concisely formulates his view on the nature and
mode of existence of mathematical entities. According to this view, mathematical en-
tities can be considered from three interconnected aspects: social, mental, and neural.
On the one hand, mathematics is a social and historical institution that is perpetuated
through education, interaction, and mathematical texts; on the other hand, mathemati-
cal entities are the objects of individuals’ thought and mental representation, and these
mental activities are accompanied by neural processes in the brain. Hersh does not re-
gard any of these three aspects as independent of the other two, and in conclusion, he
relates this multifaceted and interdisciplinary conception to a phenomenological atti-
tude.
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