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Abstract. “What is Mathematics?” [with a question mark!] is the title of a famous
book by Courant and Robbins, first published in 1941, which does not answer the
question. The question is, however, essential: The public image of the subject (of
the science, and of the profession) is not only relevant for the support and funding it
can get, but it is also crucial for the talent it manages to attract—and thus ultimately
determines what mathematics can achieve, as a science, as a part of human culture, but
also as a substantial component of economy and technology.
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